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The first two decades of the twentieth century were a time of promise and innocence in America.

Hardworking immigrants could achieve the American dream; heroes were truly heroic. Eric Rolfe

Greenberg brilliantly and authentically chronicles the real-life saga of the first national baseball hero,

Christy Mathewson, and the fictional story of a Jewish immigrant family of jewelers. In these pages

Mathewson and other great players like John McGraw, Honus Wagner, and Connie Mack discover

the realities behind the shining illusions: the burdens of being a hero and the temptations that taint

success.
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I thought "The Natural" and the Kinsella books, "Shoeless Joe" and "The Iowa Baseball

Confederacy" were just too dark and odd. Coover's "Universal Baseball Association" was so

obsessive-compusive...Until now, my favorite baseball novel was "If I Never Get Back", by Darryl

Brock. This is a wonderful novel with a strong historical link to the 1869 Red Stockings, as the main

character joins the Cincy team and travels with them throughout the East Coast and even off to San

Fransisco. Add time travel, Mark Twain, buried treasure and a love interest, and this novel is a

blast.But I now have a new favorite."The Celebrant" by Erick GreenbergI read about this book on

various lists of great baseball books, but the plot always seemed to sound a bit weak. Well, it is a

masterpiece. The research done by Greenberg to get the Mathewson baseball correct is sooo cool.

From the details of the Merkle Boner to the Snograss Muff and the subsequent call-off of Merkle in

favor of Chief Meyers by Matty... From Matty quitting in shame as manager of Cincinnatti after the



Hal Chase debacle and enlisting for WWI to the Black Sox World Series of 1919. Game after game

sounds like a current event. Very cool, very accurate stuff. This is early 20th century baseball as if

you were there. Combine that with the insight into the title character's immigrant family and their

establishment of their jewelry business and its intertwining with baseball. Add some wonderful

prose. A true masterpiece.
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